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Description:
The increasing focus on the need to make contemporary homes of today safer,
accessible and adaptable to the needs and welfare of its occupants is here.
Understanding these needs underscores the imperativeness of addressing today’s
accessibility requisite in interiors. This course shall present various types of interior
sliding door and partition systems that address these needs providing architects and
designers solutions to issues such as egress, floor tracks, handles, latches, and pulls
while at the same time presenting design and aesthetic options for today’s interiors.

This Presentation qualifies for: 1 LU/HSW Credit

Addressing ADA  Adaptability and 
ADA Compliance using 

Interior Sliding Door and Partition Systems



 

• Participants in this course will be able to identify in detail standard and
specialized sliding door and room partition component parts in relation to
ease of installation and ADA functionalities.

• Participants in this course will be able to discuss how uniquely engineered
designs of door components impact ADA functionalities of interior sliding
door and partition systems.

• Participants in this course will be able to provide solutions and
recommendations for ADA compliance-related issues such as egress,
presence of floor tracks, ease of opening and closing interior sliding doors
and partitions, which are prevalent in multi-family, mixed-use and residential
environments.

• Participants in this course will be able to provide examples of various room
applications where ADA compatible and ADA compliant interior sliding door
and partition systems may be used and/or required.



 

• As manufacturers, we draw inspiration from the design process as we
translate design solutions from concept to production. Our narrative —
that functionality and design are the core of innovative product
manufacturing — means we create products that are aesthetically
designed yet functional, relevant, adaptable and sustainable. Staying true
to this narrative, however, is easier said than done.

• Todays interiors present a more challenging environment for
manufacturers. The application of accessibility is a new dimension that
constantly pushes manufacturers to meet the industry’s most stringent
standards in spaces. Curated collections of products can no longer be
just elegant, sleek, beautiful that celebrate artistry and design. These
products now have to be adaptable and compliant, taking into
consideration the comfort and well-being of every end-users.



ADA – American with Disabilities Act

Signed into law in 1990, the ADA is a civil rights act that prohibits
discrimination against individuals with disabilities in all areas of
public life, including jobs, schools, transportation, and all public
and private places that are open to the general public. For
architects, the most important publication is:

- 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design

NOTE – ANSI 117.1 and ADA refer to and compliment each other
for the most part. They are intended to be taken together and
implemented into a design.
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0 By ADA standards, the clear width of a door opening must be a

minimum of 32 inches and a maximum of 48 inches. This clear

width measurement is taken between the face of the door and the

stop of the frame with the door open to 90 degrees

OVERVIEW: ADA REQUIREMENTS  for 
INTERIOR DOORS



WIDTH AND HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS
! The clear height of a door opening must be a minimum of 80 inches.

OVERVIEW: ADA REQUIREMENTS  for 
INTERIOR DOORS



REQUIREMENTS REGARDING DOOR SURFACES

! If there are any projections on the face of the door, they must be no lower
than 34 inches above the floor or ground and must not extend more than 4
inches from the surface of the door.

OVERVIEW: ADA REQUIREMENTS  for 
INTERIOR DOORS



HANDLES, PULLS, LOCKS AND LATCHES

• Handles, pulls, latches, locks and other operating devices on accessible
doors must have a shape that is easy to grasp with one hand and does not
require tight grasping, tight pinching, or twisting of the wrist to operate.

• Lever-operated mechanisms, push-type mechanisms, and U-shaped handles
are acceptable designs.

• When sliding doors are fully open, the operating hardware must still be
exposed and usable from both sides.

• Hardware must be mounted no higher than 48 inches above finished floor.

OVERVIEW: ADA REQUIREMENTS  for 
INTERIOR DOORS



FORCE

• Interior accessible doors should require no more than 5 lbs. of force to
open. This applies to interior hinged doors and gates, as well as sliding and
folding doors.

• These forces do not apply to the force required to retract latch bolts or
disengage other devices that hold the door in a closed position. The
maximum force pertains to the continuous application of force necessary to
fully open a door, not the initial force needed to overcome the inertia of the

door.

OVERVIEW: ADA REQUIREMENTS  for 
INTERIOR DOORS



As manufacturers, 
this is our challenge:

How do we successfully integrate 
accessibility requisites 

while providing for
well-designed, aesthetically pleasing

yet functional products?



The following slides are examples of 

uniquely engineered 
Interior Sliding Door Systems 

that address ADA requirements in 

various interior applications.



ADAPTABLE + ACCESSIBLE
SURFACE MOUNTED 

DOOR SYSTEM



RE-DESIGNING FOR 
ACCESSIBILITY



A TRACKLESS SURFACE MOUNTED SLIDING DOOR in a master suite showing required ADA egress at
the same time providing the required privacy for this bathroom application.



A TRACKLESS SURFACE MOUNTED SLIDING DOOR in a home office application showing required ADA 
egress.



These surface mounted sliding doors accepts CONTEMPORARY ALUMINUM FRAMED DOOR, FRAMELESS
GLASS and WOOD DOOR. Not only do these systems provide essential design options to architects and
designers, these systems come with with SOFT CLOSE and SOFT OPEN FEATURES that are compliant with
ADA’s push pull force requirement.



ADAPTABLE + ACCESSIBLE
BOTTOM ROLLED 

ROOM DIVIDER SYSTEMS



A 3-PANEL BOTTOM ROLLED ROOM DIVIDER: This system is compliant with ADA with push pull
force requirement of less than 5 lbs.



A contemporary loft with an ADA compliant 3-PANEL ROOL DIVIDER with push pull force 
requirement of less than 5 lbs.



ADAPTABLE + ACCESSIBLE
TOP HUNG

ROOM DIVIDER SYSTEMS



A trackless 3-PANEL TOP HUNG ROOM DIVIDER with Aluminum Beam System 



A 5-PANEL TOP HUNG CORNER ROOM DIVIDER in a urban one-bedroom apartment. This unique
system is completely trackless and complies with the ADA push pull force requirement of less than 5 lbs.



A 5-PANEL TOP HUNG CORNER ROOM DIVIDER in a urban one-bedroom apartment.  This unique 
when in the open position provides for more than the egress requirement in ADA.



Another example of a 5-PANEL TOP HUNG CORNER ROOM DIVIDER in a one-bedroom apartment.
Clearly, this contemporary design in interior sliding doors provide the modern aesthetics required in
very urban and upscale residential dwellings without compromising ADA requirements.



This 5-PANEL TOP HUNG CORNER ROOM DIVIDER in a one-bedroom apartment in its open position
showing full egress while complimenting the open concept of this urban apartment. Clearly, this
contemporary design in interior sliding doors provide the modern aesthetics required in very urban and
upscale residential dwellings without compromising ADA requirements.



Here’s a video showing the unique functionality of this corner room divider and 
how effortless and smooth this system operates highlighting its push pull force compliance.



ADAPTABLE + ACCESSIBLE
POCKET DOOR SYSTEMS



POCKET DOOR systems are for the most part trackless. This feature allows safer entries to rooms
without the difficulty of floor obstructions. Pocket Door systems are most efficient in saving interior
space where space is a premium.



In its open positions, POCKET DOOR systems provide the most egress in interior openings.



Soft Open and Soft Close features in POCKET DOOR systems aid in the push pull force requirement.



We continue to 
CREATE and INNOVATE 

UNIQUE and 
+ ADAPTABLE SYSTEMS



4-PANEL FRAMELESS GLASS ROOM DIVIDER



4-PANEL FRAMELESS GLASS ROOM DIVIDER with TRANSOM



TOP HUNG FRAMELESS GLASS ROOM DIVIDER



CONTEMPORARY WOOD BARN DOOR
A custom built foam-filled wood door with high-grade thermofoil surface that offers resistance to 

corrosion, scratches and ultra-violet rays and LSL panel stile and rail construction that provides for a 
door design that ensures for a warp resistant frame. 



CONTEMPORARY WOOD BARN DOOR
A custom built foam-filled wood door with high-grade thermofoil surface that offers resistance to 

corrosion, scratches and ultra-violet rays and LSL panel stile and rail construction that provides for a 
door design that ensures for a warp resistant frame. 



ADA handles, pulls, latches, locks and other
operating devices on accessible doors must have a
shape that is easy to grasp with one hand and does
not require tight grasping, tight pinching, or twisting
of the wrist to operate.

ADA handles and pulls are particularly challenging because of the its stringent ADA requirements. The
need for interior sliding door systems to have ADA compliant handles and pulls are more often design
challenges posed by architects and designers. Above are proprietary ADA designs for handles and pulls
that are applicable to most of the interior sliding door systems earlier shown in this presentation.
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Thank you.




